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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram io, 1985 of Jul 
2th repeated to washington Jerusalem and saving to naira. 
aie on c - “=, “> ens 7 
Luy telegran 1i06 197%. e. / / { Se 


Palestine: five abducted British subjects, 


As uning that object of raising this question in 
Security Council, apart from exerting pressure by osnasne 
embarrassment to Jewish representative is to get Counc 
to agree that the men should be surrenaered to protection 
of Truce Comission, question arises whether you would wish 
us to table a resolution in this sense. If you consider 
this desirable, we shall be grateful to know exact terus 
in which resolution should be framed, 


2 In this connexion you will bezr in mind that tne 

Jews uight well reject, or refuse to couply with, any crder 
by Security Council not addressed specirically to the 
provisional government of isreel. ioreover, rererence to 
then in such a resolution as "Jewish authorities in yal¢estine 
will no doubt set ofi once again the usual discussion as 

to their correct title, wnich on previous o-:casions has 

not proved very profitable from our point of view it may 
therefore prove to be necessary to avoid any call by 
Security Council upon the Jewish authorities direct and 

to substitute instead an instruction from the Jouncil to 
the “ruce Comission to arrange for the return of these 
people to their protection, Unfortunately, however, this 
vould be open to criticisa that we are overloading the 
‘“ruce Coumission in requiring it to protect individual 
British subjects and that to do so would undoubicdly lead 
to still further attacks on the “'ruce Coumiszion by Slav 
representatives as well as Jews, Latier are already 

highly critical of “truce Jowiiscion’s reecnt reports. 


/ 3 United States 


en Orifice 





Wew York U.K.Del, telegram No.1955 to Fore 
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3. United States Deleg:tion tell us today that State Departe 
ment seem to be coming round to view that before any decision 
is taken by Security Council, information should if possible 
be obtained as to whether the men were in fact merely 
carrying on their work at power station (in which case United 
States Delegation would probably be able to support our 
contention that men be handed back) or whether there are 

any grounds for believing that they were involved in 
espionage. State Department are telegraphing to United 
States Consul in Jerusalem with a view to obtaining inform 
ation on these points, It would be useful to us if you 

(and His ilajesty’s Consul, Jerusale:i) could tell us anything 
you may kncw: on the subject, for our own information. 


rlease repeat to Jerusalem No.83 most immediate. 
[Copy sent to Resident Clerk 10.45 peu] 
[Repeated, most imuiediate to Jerusalem] 
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[This telegra is of -particular sccrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
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/cting British Consul General D.4.51.pem.17th July 1948 
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SECRET 


: My immediately preceding telegram and your telegram 
o: 457. ; 


Abducted British subjects. 


Both Levin end the firm of Horowitz worked well for 
_ former Palestinian Government and I shall approach them as 
soon as posSible. Sole difficulty may be that they 
specialised in civil cascs and may refuse to take this 
case. In that event I think we could safely be guided by 
Mr. Levin in choosing another local lawyer. 


2. Jewish journalists claim to have scen the five men 
yesterday morning end informed ay Belgian colleague that they 
were in g921 health, well fei and merely complained of the — 
lack of exercise. 


5. My Belgian colleague informs me that I.Z.L. 
newspaper, Herut, yesterday stated that there was not 
sufficient evidence t+ warrant the charges against Bryant 
eni Downs. He saii Jewish circles in Jerusalem were 
canvassing two solutions either a trial in Tel Aviv or ‘ 
expulsion of all five. He asked which we would prefer him 
to work for, as Chairman of the Truce Commission. I replied 
that you would favour the latter course but that since 
expulsion would bear an imputation of guilt I suggested 
that, in respect of Bryant end Downs, if in fact there was 
no evidence to justify a charge, it would be best to 
work for their immediate release here ani expulsion of 
the othcr three. This solution would allow re-cmployment 
of Bryant and Dows by the Company and I hope you approve 
this variation on the line you took with Goldman. 


a 4. Wireless transmitter referred to is of.course the 
- "intercom" set for communication with this Consulate ani 
the Cathe!rel. It is one of the factors which led me to 


suspect that this 


Jerusalem telegran No:283 to Foreign Office 


x ian 


invelyed i Ke % 


suspect that this Consulate micht be ferpeumdec] trial 
(ny-telepram-Nei-966)}. I think therefore that ‘you should 
know: jn ys ; 


(a) Both Jewish ani areb authorities were 
informed of intention to instal the scts about two 
weeks before the termination of the mandate. Bryant 
himself told the Jews anil Brice, who at that time was 
a member of the staff of Jerusalem Electric ‘Corporation 
and is now the M.0.W. representative in the Consulate 
and operator of the sét here, the 4rabs. The arab Higher 
Committee sent a band of armel irregulars to inspect 
the set on the Electric Corporation's premises. The 
latter fact ani Brice's position may of course be used 
to implicate this Consulate; 


(b) That I personally on about May 16th spoke 
over my set t> Jerusalem Electric ani the Catheiral 
impressed upon them that the sets were to be used solely 
- for news of British comiunity and were not (repeat not) 
to be used for any news which either siie might interpose 
as military intelligence; 


(c) That in anticipation of exactly the present 
situation I maje no secret of existence of this inter- 
communicating radio system in conversations with Jewish 
Agency and even mentionei the set in the Electric 
Corporation premises in conversation of May 18th when 
sending communication referred to in my telegram No: 32; 


(a)* Since we usel proper hames of persons to 
‘whom we spoke ani broadcast on 49 metres, which is easy 
‘to pick up, our conversations were sbviously a quite 
wmisuitable vehicle for the passing of military intelligence. 
I‘am reasonably sure therefore: that n> military intelligence 
has been passe to this Consulate but it cannot be ruled 
out that members of Jerusalem Electric usei the set at 
different times t> communicate with other persons. Brice 
joubts, however, whether they have anyone of sufficient 
technical ability to operate the set on another wavelength. 
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(Te United Kingdom Delegation te United Natiens) 
No: 3106 
Qist July 1948 D.5e5epeme2ist July 1948 
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Yeur telegram Ne: 1985 and “ashingten telegram 
No: 5567. 


British subjects abducted in Palestine. 


With reference te Jewish allegatiens that military 
intelligence was passed to the Arabs by wireless, fellewing 
infermatien is given by Mr. Beaument in paragraph 4 ef 
Jerusalem telegram Ne: 285 dated July 17th. 


Begins. 


4. Wireless transmitter referred te is ef ceurse 
the "intercem" set for cemmunicatien with this Cexsulate 
and the Cathedral. It is ene ef the facters which led me 
te suspect that this Censulate might be invelved in the 
trial. I think therefere that yeu sheuld knew: 


(a) Beth Jewish and Arab autherities were 
infermed ef intentien te instal the sets abeut twe weeks 
befere the terminatien ef the mandate. Bryant himself 
teld the Jews and brice, whe at that time was a member 
ef the staff ef Jerusalem Electric Cerperation snd is new 
the ¥.0.#%. representative in the Censulate and eperater 
ef the set here, the Arabs. The Arab Higher Cemmittee 


sent a bane 


Fere Office telegram Ne:5106 te New Yerk 
Delegatien 


as 


sent « bane ef armes irregulars te inspect the set 
en the Slectric Cerpsration’s premises. The latter 
fact ang Brice’s pesitien may ef ceurse be used 

te implicate this Censulate; 


(o) That I persenally en abeut \‘ay 16th 
speke ever my set te Jerusalem Slectric and the 
Catheiral impressed upen them that the sets were te be 
useé selely fer news ef British cemmunity and were net 
(repeat net) te be used fer any news which either side 
might interpese as military intelligence; 


(c) That in enticipatien ef exactly the 
present situsatien I made ne secret ef existence ef this 
inter-cemmunicating radie system in cenversatiens with 
Jewish Agency and even mentienea the set in the Slectric 
Cerperatien premises in conversatien ef ay 18th when 
sending cemmunicatien referred te in my telegram Ne: 32; 


(a) Since we used preper names ef persens 
te whem we speke und breadcast en 49 metres, which is 
easy te pick up, eur cenversatiens were ebvisusly a quite 
unsuitable vehicle fer the passing ef military 
intelligence. I am reaSonably sure therefore that no 
military intelligence has been passed to this Censulate 
but it cannet be ruled out that members ef Jerusalem 
Electric used the set at different times te cemmumicate 
with ether persens. Brice deubts, hewever, whether 
they have anyene ef sufficient technical ability te 
eperate the set on another wavelength. 
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Your telegram No.1985. 


The difficulty mentionei in your para °? 


_gerusalen 2. 
/ 


\4 


would be avoided if the resolution were drafted 
in something like the following terms. 

2. The Security Council 

having considered the messages sent by the 
pint 4 


Evang. 
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Palestine Truce Commission on the 14th and 15th 
July on the subject of the five emoloyees of the 
Jerusalem ¢lectric Sorporation abducted by the 
Irgun Z7vai Leumi 

supports the demand of the Truce Commission 
for the release of the five men, and calls for 
their surrender to the Truce Commission in 
Jerusalem within 48 hours. 


meena 3. If the chjection is raised that the 


World Orzanisatio 
Security Council should call upon some specific 
authority to hand over the men, you could say 
that it is not absolutely certain in whose hanis 
they now are ani that the resolution shouli 
therefore be in the broadest possible terms. 

If the magority of the Touncil insist on 
mentioning the Provisional Government of Israel 
by name, no great harm will nave been done. 


4./ 





4. We have neo information sugrestin- that 
sharves of espicnaze azainst any of the men could b 
sustained? but we are of course not ina position to 
zive a positive assurance on this point. You 
should not be drawn into any admission that the 
Jewisn authorities /nave any justification for tryin 
these men in any circumstances. and you should try 
to Keep the discussion on the point that all 
parties in Palestine must respect the authority of 
the Truce Commission, which, if it is to jiischarge 
the task assigned to it by the Security Council, 
must enjoy immunities which have been violated in 
this instance. Since we consider that this is the 
real issue. the point raised in para.6 of your 
telegram No.1979 is not immediately relevant. 

5. We have now received Washington tel. No. 3567. 


We are committed by statements in the House of 


Sommons to take the earliest possible action in the] 


Security Council. It appears. however that the 
latter's time table will give the State Department 


at least the 24 hours for which they have 13ke*%. 





NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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No. 5113 
2lst July, 1948. 


Repeated to: Washington No. 8051 
Jerusalem No. 504. 
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Addressed to United Kingdom Delepation, New York 
telegram os 0 s y, repeated for ormation 


O washington and Jerusalem. 
Your telegram No. 1985. 


The difficulty mentioned in your paragraph 2 would be 
avoided if the resolution were drafted in something like 
the folloving terms. 


2. The Security Council 


ngeing Considered the messages sent by the Palestine 
Truce Commission on the 14th and 15th July on the subject 
of the five employees of the Jerusalem Electric Corporation 
abducted by the Irgun Zvai Leumi 


supports the demand of the Truce Commission for the 
release of the five men, and calls for their surrender 
to the Truce Commission in Jerusalem within 48 hours. 


5. If the objection is raised that the Security 
Council should call Se some specific authority to hand 
over the men, you could say that it is not absolutely 
certain in whose hands they now are and that the resolution 
should therefore be in the broadest possible terms, 
the are? of the Council insist on mentioning the 
Provisional Government of Israel by name, no great harm 
will have been done. 


4. ie have no information suggesting that charges 
of espionage against any of the men could be sustaine 
but we are of course not in a position to give a positive 
assurance on this point. You should not be drawn into 
any admission that the Jewish authorities would have any 
justification for trying these men in any circumstances 
and yous d | to keep the discussion on the ego that 
all parties in Palestine must respect the authority of the 


/Truce Commission, which, 





Foreign Office telegram No. 5115 to U.K, Del, New York, 
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Since we conniaer aa ne is the real issue 
pores raised in 6 of your telegram hor 979 
not immediately agrerh 


5. We have now received Washington tel Legeem 
No. 5567, We are committed by statements in the 
of ate o to take the eaaear ees aa gee 


House 
sth Securi It a 

the latter's tee fora will giver the State artuent 

at least the 24 hours for which they have ask 


